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SEMINAR FOCUS

The Christian is said to be a citizen of two worlds: the so-called “natural” world and
the spiritual. In actuality, there is only one world - the spiritual. What we call the
natural world is only our fallen perception of reality. To understand reality, our-
selves, one another, and the Christian life we must accept the Biblical position in
spite of our tendency to think and live naturalistically.

God has provided for our need of wisdom, guidance, and strength for daily life.
Beyond that, He has given us the possibility, the pattern, and the power to live
joyfully in spite of every obstacle. Regardless of where the obstacles come from,
it is His will for us that we learn to identify, grow through, and overcome them in
order to be successful in living joyfully.

The purpose of this seminar is to present the Bible’s teaching in the following areas:

- The spiritual world and the believer’s position in it.

The believer’s enablement and encouragement to succeed in joyful living.

Guidance in dealing with good and evil in the spiritual world.

God’s purpose for the joyful believer.

Practical training for daily spiritual battles.

It is not enough to have an intense desire to walk with God and to work hard at doing
it. We must KNOW HOW to so walk and then DO IT! This is living in harmony
with truth.
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THE REALITY OF SPIRITUAL WARFARE:
THE SPIRITUAL WORLD

Introduction

A. The Christian is a citizen of two worlds: The so-called “natural” and the spiritual.

In actuality there is only one world - the spiritual. What we call the “natural world” is
only our fallen perception of reality.

To understand reality, ourselves, one another, and the Christian life, we must accept
the Biblical position - in spite of our tendency to think and live “naturalistically”.

I. A Picture Of The Spiritual World.
A. The man Job.

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect

(spiritually mature), upright (did what was right), one that feared God (reverenced
God), and eschewed evil (consistently rejected evil).

-Job 1:1

Comment: In revealing the spiritual world God does so in the life of an
individual who goes through a serious trial. The emphasis is

on the practicality of the spiritual and the value of gaining that
viewpoint of life.

B. The Accusation

Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?
-Job 1:9

Comment: Job is accused of serving God because of divine blessing. The

words of Satan are directed against God as much as against
Job.
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C. The affirmations.

Job...said, Naked came | out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall | return thither.
The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord. In all
this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

-Job 1:20-22

But he knoweth the way that | take. When he hath tried me, | shall come forth as
gold.

-Job 23:10

Comment: Here Job indicates the only true basis for faith: the belief that
God is good and what He does is goodness. This content of his
faith is the very foundation of true belief. Job believed the
truth - even though God appeared to be his enemy.

II. The Explanation Of The Spiritual World.
A. The effect of spiritual ministry.

And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord even the devils are subject unto
us through thy name. And he said unto them, | beheld Satan as lightening fall from

heaven.
-Luke 10:17,18

Comment: We cannot avoid the truth: Biblical ministry causes profound
effects in the spiritual world.

B. The effect of repentance and faith.

| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

- Luke 15:7

Comment: The value of repentance could hardly be more emphasized.
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C. The effect of spiritual leadership.

For I think that God hath set forth us the last apostles last, as it were appointed to
death, for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.

-I Cor. 4:9

Comment: The angels watch to see what the leaders of the Church will do.

D. The effect of spiritual living.

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.

~Eph. 3:10

Comment: The spiritual world learns by looking at the life of believers!

III. The Exhortations Regarding The Spiritual World.
A. The necessity of true faith.
But without faith it is impossible to please God...
-Heb.11:6

Comment: True faith affirms the truth about God: He is good and what He
does is goodness.

B. The necessity of practical choices of faith.
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

-Col. 3:1,2

Comment: A true Biblical choice takes into account the spiritual world. It
means to think and live with the truths of the Bible, and in
particular the truths about God - as the governing principle.

Conclusion
Each of us must ask whether Satan’s accusation is true.
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THE ENJOYMENT OF SPIRITUALITY:
THE JOY OF THE LORD

Introduction

A. God has not only provided for and promised - forgiveness, righteousness, wis-
dom, and strength - He has also promised to give us His joy.

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we
also joy in God through the Lord Jesus Christ by whom we have now received the
atonement.

-Rom. 5:10,11

B. This joy is not the contentment which comes when things are going well. The joy
of the Lord is enjoying God Himself - and the things of God!

C. God expects us to have His joy - for our good and His glory.

I. The Joy Of The Lord Is Based On A Personal Relationship With Jesus
Christ.

These things | have spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you and that your joy
might be full.

-John 15:11

Comment: This verse is part of the Farewell Discourse. The Lord Jesus
was teaching the disciples about their union with Himself. A
practice of this relationship will bring His joy.

II. The Joy Of The Lord Is Supposed To Accompany Our Prayer Life.

Hitherto have you asked nothing in my name, ask, and you shall receive, that your joy
may be full.

- John 16:24

Comment: Christianity is designed to work. One of the most valuable
areas of our life is prayer. For too many of us prayer is largely
meaningless and dull. We must learn to have His joy.
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IIl. The Joy Of The Lord Is So Important The Savior Prayed We Would
Have It.

And now come | to thee, and these things | speak in the world, that they might have my
joy fulfilled in themselves.

-John 17:13

Comment: The Lord Jesus knew that no Christian could make a success
out of life without His joy. To know and to do the will of God -
with joy - is an unbeatable combination.

IV. The Joy Of The Lord Is A Characteristic Of A True Christian.
For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace and the joy
of the Holy Spirit.
-Rom. 14:17

Comment: Christianity starts on the inside and works out. Every believer
has the joy of the Lord at first - but most of us lose it!

V. The Joy Of The Lord Is That Which Finds Its Source In God And His Grace.

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may abound in
hope, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

-Rom. 15:13

Comment: |t is encouraging to see that God seeks to fill us with His joy.
The Holy Spirit has come to make that a reality. Our part is
“believing” - not a mystical feeling - but obedience in faith.

VI. The Joy Of The Lord Is Described As The Fruit Of The Spirit.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance (self-control), against such there is no law.

- Gal. 5:22,23

Comment: These nine virtues are evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit.
The first three describe our growing experience with God. The
second triad, our relationship with people. The last three
indicate the kind of character God is developing within us.
How can we say we are filled with the Spirit - if we do not
have His joy?
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VII. The Joy Of The Lord Is To Accompany Our Trust In Times Of Trial.

Whom having not seen, you love, in whom, though you now see him not, yet believing,
you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.

- | Peter 1:8

Comment: Peter is here speaking of the trials of our faith (v7). He states
that when we understand trials, and how to believe God, we
can go through the experience with joy -not bitterness - but

Joy.

VIII. The Joy Of The Lord Accompanies A Knowledge And Practice Of
The Bible.

And these things write we unto you that your joy may be full.
-1 John 1:4

Comment: God has revealed Himself to us and given us the Bible so we
can learn to walk in fellowship with Him - and have His joy.

Conclusion
What are we to do if we do not have the joy of the Lord?

A. Make sure you have cleaned up your past and have truly surrendered to God.
B. Reject what you have in the place of the joy of the Lord.
C. Believe the truth that God gave you His joy in the new birth.

D. Practice the joy of the Lord by faith - even though you do not feel joyful. This is NOT
pretending - but practicing truth - as we do with the assurance of our salvation.
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THE ENABLEMENT FOR SPIRITUALITY:
THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Introduction

A. Every believer realizes the tremendous need for wisdom, guidance, and help for
the demands of daily life. The Lord Jesus said, Without me ye can do nothing.

-John 15:5

B. God has not saved us and then left us to flounder about in our own weakness and
ignorance. He has made every provision for us. A part of that provision is the
ministry of the Holy Spirit.

I. God Promised a Time When All of His People Would Be Anointed Alike.

And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will our out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions, and also upon my servants and upon the handmaids in those days
will | pour out my Spirit.

-Joel 2:28,29

Comment: God wants you to recognize that you are not a second-rate
Christian.

II. God Promised That The Believer May Be A River Of Living Water.

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any may
thirst, let him come unto me and drink, he that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake he of the Spirit, which
they that believe on him should receive, for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because
that Jesus was not yet glorified.

-John 7:37,38

Comment: God wants you to bring spiritual life into the lives of others.
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B. The provision of divine providence.
In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will, that we
should be to the praise of his glory...
- Eph. 1:11,12

Comment: God has promised to providentially superintend and control
our life and circumstances so that His purpose may be fulfilled.
Think what this means - God watching over us - if we are truly
surrendered to Him and His glory.

C. The provision of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
In whom also ye have trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the pur-

chased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
- Eph 1:13,14

Comment: Here the presence and work of the Holy Spirit is shown to be
God'’s provision within us so we may live for God’s glory. This
should not only encourage us but also indicate to us the value
and importance of living this way.

IIl. The Explanation Of How To Live For God’s Glory.

A. Good works will glorify God.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.
- Matt. 5:16

Comment: Good works are not the works of a do-gooder - but are those
attitudes and activities that are characterized by goodness and
truth and love. When the believer -

1. Is tempted to lie - but tells the truth - God is glorified.

2. Is tempted to be self-centered - but loves - God is glorified.
3. Is tempted to be sensual - but is moral -God is glorified.
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B. Righteousness will glorify God.

Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory
and praise of God.

- Phil. 1:11

Comment: Righteousness is simply doing what is right. It is living in
both attitude and activity in harmony with truth. The stan-
dard here is not our self-righteousness, nor the approval of

others, nor what will bring us benefit - but the attributes of
God.

C. Praise and thanksgiving will glorify God.

There met him ten men that were lepers...as they went they were cleansed. And one

of them...turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God...giving him thanks...Where
are the nine?

- Luke 17:12-19

Comment: Praise and thanksgiving are so important because they are the
very opposite of our sinful self-centeredness. To turn from
looking at ourselves, and evaluating everything on the basis of

what it will do for me -to praising and thanking God - will not
only bring glory to Him but spiritual progress to us.

Conclusion

Use your concordance and look up other references to the glory of God. An excellent
book to read is The Plan Of God by J.I. Packer (Gospel Mission Press).
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C. Paul taught that such a goal was important in one’s daily life.

Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that

as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk (live) and to please God, so ye would
abound more and more.

- 1 Thes. 4:1

Comment: Apostolic teaching when written into the Bible under divine
inspiration - should carry a lot of weight with us. We cannot
treat this verse as if it were an optional matter. All of us
should follow these directions and establish such a goal.

D. Enoch was commended for living so as to please God.

By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death, and was not found,

because God had translated him, for before his translation he had this testimony, that
he pleased God.

- Heb. 11:5

Comment: Enoch lived in a very ungodly day. The verse explains one
way in which he learned to live as a spiritual person - he had a
very simple and practical goal - he sought to please God.

E. John taught that such a goal was related to a successful prayer life.

And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments,
and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.
- [ John 3:22

Comment: At least two great truths are taught in this verse. First of all we
have an identification of obedience with pleasing God, and
then the reminder that such a life is a necessary foundation for
a successful prayer life. If we believe the Bible we can only
say - “I must learn to please God and do it every day!”

II. The Explanation Of This Goal Of Spirituality.

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect
(equipped) in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in
his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

- Heb. 13:20,21
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Comment: Many Christians seek to do the will of God as though it were a
mystery withheld from them. These verses identify the will of
God with pleasing Him. Are we longing to do the will of God
but somehow never get started? Here is how we can start
today - establish the goal - “l will please the Lord.”

IIl. The Assurance Related To This Goal Of Spirituality.

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is
God which worketh in you both to will and to do His good pleasure.

- Phil. 2:12,13

Comment: These verses should encourage us a great deal. They plainly
teach that God is seeking to work in us so we will make the
right decisions (to will) to obey Him (to do) and thereby
please Him. When we establish such a goal in our life - “I will
please the Lord.” - we are working in harmony with God.

Conclusion

Let’s establish this goal in our life now - and then reinforce it each morning by saying -
“Today, | am going to please the Lord.”
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