Truths of Assurance and Freedam

Lesson # 3 -- Truths Regarding God's Love and Holiness (3).

Introduction

A'

B.

C.

Everyone, by observing and hearing "life,” soon learns some things and people
are waluable and some are not.

There is a time when each of us will ask ourselves where we fit into the scale
of value. If love is not a reality in our life that is the time we "shut down"
and become a role player. We then live with fear, hurt, anger, bitterness, and
pretense. Many think this is "just life." It is not life but self-destructive.

God wants you to know He loves you and that you are intrinsically valuable.
The Text:

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be
the propitiation (sacrifice) for our sins...We love him because he first
loved us., I John 4:9,10,19

I. Proposition # 1: GENUINE LOVE BEGINS WITH A DECISION.

God sent his only begotten son into the world. I John 4:9

Comment: While love is usually accompanied by good feelings, the emotional part

of love is more like a temporary characteristic. In contrast, genuine
love is based on a decision, See how this is born out in the words "God
sent his ... Son" which are repeated twice in our text.

II. Proposition # 2: GENUINE LOVE IS THE PRACTICE OF TRUTH.

He loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

God _sent his only begotten son into the world that we might live through him.

Comment: The old adage that "love is blind" does not apply to God. His decision to

send the Lord Jesus to be our substitute on Calvary, was based, in part,
on the hard reality that we were in a hopeless state of condemation and
death. And, that decision to love us was made with the knowledge of what
it would mean for the Lord Jesus to be born into our race, live among us,
and die under our judgment of Hell.



I11. Proposition # 3: GENUINE LOVE INCLUDES A PLANNED ACTION.

God sent his ... Son ... that we might live through him. I John 4:9

Comment ;

It has been correctly said, "A belief must be practiced or it is not a
true belief." Love fits that category. Genuine love is not primarily an
emotion but an action that has a goal in mind.

The greatest planned action of all time is that related to the coming
of the Lord Jesus into our humanity, to be our Savior, and to glorify
His Father. That plan includes all of creation, as well as the activity
of all three members of the Godhead. Consider the significance of the
following passages: Gen 3:15; Isalah 53; I Cor 15; Rev 20-22.

But when the fullness of the time was come,
God sent for his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the law,
that we might receive the adoption of sons. Gal 4:4,5

IV, Proposition # 4: GENUINE IOVE SEEKS THE GOOD OF ANOTHER, SACRIFICIALLY.

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent

his Son to be the propitiation (sacrifice) for our sins. I Jn 4:10

Comment: Love is so important to God He created us with free will so we could

choose to love Him and one another. That ability had to include power
to make a wrong choice. Adam, our representative made that wrong choice
and brought all of us into a fallen spiritual condition, Rom 5:12. It
is our Heavenly Father's response to this horrendous act that explains
love to us. The Lord Jesus came to seek our spiritual good, to restore
us to the place where we can again choose to love Him.

What does God, in His love, desire us to be and to have? He has our
very best in mind -- He wants us to be like Him and with Him. Note the
significance of Jer 9:23,24; John 17:24; Rom 8:28,29; Phil 3:10.

V. Proposition # 5: GENUINE LOVE IS AN ENJOYABLE RECIPROCAL RELATIONSHIP.

We love him because he first loved us, I John 4:19

Comment: For genuine love to exist there must be a relationship of truth between

at least two people. It is overwhelming that God seeks our love. He has
made it the first commandment (Matt 22:34-40) in order to underline its
importance. Because we have been created in His image, one of our great-
est abilities, as well as our greatest need, is found in the meaning of
genuine love. Note Psalm 63:3; John 15:11; 16:24; 17:13; Rom 14:17;

Rom 15:13; Gal 5:22,23; I John 1:4.

Conclusion: We may not disobey the first commandment!
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